
The Honorable Donald J. Trump
President of the United States of America
1600 Pennsylvania Ave NW
Washington, DC 20500

May 26, 2026

 
Dear President Trump,

We write to express serious concern regarding the continued role of the United Nations Relief 
and Works Agency (UNRWA) across the Middle East. In the aftermath of Hamas’s October 7 
terrorist attacks and the United States’ decision to withhold funding from UNRWA, it is 
imperative that we take a broader view of the agency’s operations — not only in Gaza, but across
the West Bank, Jordan, Lebanon, and Syria. As your administration works to advance stability 
and long-term security in the region, it is critical that we do not continue to rely on failed 
systems that have further entrenched the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.

Established in 1949 as a temporary relief agency, UNRWA operates across Gaza, the West 
Bank, Jordan, Lebanon, and Syria, providing education, healthcare, and social services to 
millions of Palestinian refugees. However, rather than resolving the refugee crisis, UNRWA has 
perpetuated and expanded the problem through its unprecedented policy of conferring refugee 
status across generations – transforming what was once a finite humanitarian issue into a 
permanent and growing political challenge.

In some Middle Eastern countries, Palestinians face restrictions on employment, property 
ownership, and access to public services. And in the West Bank, Lebanon, and Syria, UNRWA 
functions as the primary provider of education, healthcare, housing, food and other essential 
services. By fulfilling these needs, UNRWA has reduced incentives for host governments to 
pursue long-term solutions, leaving millions dependent on the agency and prolonging the refugee
crisis.

Additionally, UNRWA has faced longstanding concerns about its educational curriculum, which 
has been found to promote antisemitism and glorify terrorism. This has raised serious questions 
about the agency’s role in radicalizing Palestinian youth.

Ultimately, UNRWA has not been a force for stability but has instead perpetuated the refugee 
crisis and reinforced the conditions that have allowed terrorism to persist. We strongly urge your 
administration to take decisive action to fully dismantle UNRWA and transition its functions to 
more credible and trusted partners that are demonstrably free of ties to terrorism and committed 
to transparency, accountability, and peace. This could include shifting direct assistance for 
Palestinian refugee programming to host countries or other legitimate non-governmental 
organizations.



Thank you for your attention to this matter. We appreciate your leadership and stand prepared to 
work with the administration to support efforts to dismantle UNRWA and ensure lasting peace in
the Middle East.

Sincerely,

Michael V. Lawler
Member of Congress

Brian J. Mast
Member of Congress

Kat Cammack
Member of Congress

Claudia Tenney
Member of Congress

Daniel Webster
Member of Congress

Brian K. Fitzpatrick
Member of Congress

Mike Rogers
Member of Congress

Barry Moore
Member of Congress

Joe Wilson
Member of Congress

Nancy Mace
Member of Congress

Young Kim
Member of Congress

Earl L. "Buddy" Carter
Member of Congress
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Gus M. Bilirakis
Member of Congress

Mike Carey
Member of Congress

John J. McGuire III
Member of Congress

Michael T. McCaul
Member of Congress

Andy Barr
Member of Congress

Michael A. Rulli
Member of Congress

Elise M. Stefanik
Member of Congress

Nick LaLota
Member of Congress

Nicholas A. Langworthy
Member of Congress

Don Bacon
Member of Congress

Ann Wagner
Member of Congress

Brandon Gill
Member of Congress

Josh Gottheimer
Member of Congress

Bryan Steil
Member of Congress
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Ben Cline
Member of Congress

Pete Stauber
Member of Congress

Sheri Biggs
Member of Congress

Ryan K. Zinke
Member of Congress

C. Scott Franklin
Member of Congress

Blake D. Moore
Member of Congress

Aaron Bean
Member of Congress

Trent Kelly
Member of Congress

Anna Paulina Luna
Member of Congress

Richard Hudson
Member of Congress

Tim Walberg
Member of Congress

Virginia Foxx
Member of Congress

Jefferson Van Drew
Member of Congress

Andrew R. Garbarino
Member of Congress
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H. Morgan Griffith
Member of Congress

Carol D. Miller
Member of Congress

Derek Schmidt
Member of Congress

Jake Ellzey
Member of Congress

Lance Gooden
Member of Congress

Christopher H. Smith
Member of Congress

Kevin Hern
Member of Congress

Harriet M. Hageman
Member of Congress

Brian Jack
Member of Congress

Craig A. Goldman
Member of Congress

John H. Rutherford
Member of Congress

Randy Feenstra
Member of Congress

Mark B. Messmer
Member of Congress

Tom Tiffany
Member of Congress

Page 5



Adrian Smith
Member of Congress

Gabe Evans
Member of Congress

Mike Haridopolos
Member of Congress

David P. Joyce
Member of Congress

Andy Harris, M.D.
Member of Congress

John R. Moolenaar
Member of Congress

Dale W. Strong
Member of Congress

Julie Fedorchak
Member of Congress

Pat Fallon
Member of Congress

Dan Newhouse
Member of Congress

Randy K. Weber, Sr.
Member of Congress

Ron Estes
Member of Congress
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Barry Loudermilk
Member of Congress

Mariannette J. Miller-Meeks, 
M.D.
Member of Congress

Jim Jordan
Member of Congress

Andrew S. Clyde
Member of Congress

Max L. Miller
Member of Congress

Darrell Issa
Member of Congress

Tim Moore
Member of Congress

French Hill
Member of Congress

Michelle Fischbach
Member of Congress

Julia Letlow, Ph.D.
Member of Congress

Mary E. Miller
Member of Congress

Jimmy Patronis
Member of Congress
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August Pfluger
Member of Congress

Glenn Grothman
Member of Congress

Brad Finstad
Member of Congress

Jefferson Shreve
Member of Congress

Gary J. Palmer
Member of Congress

Dan Meuser
Member of Congress

Mark Alford
Member of Congress

Mark E. Amodei
Member of Congress

Josh Brecheen
Member of Congress

Juan Ciscomani
Member of Congress

Charles J. "Chuck" 
Fleischmann
Member of Congress

Randy Fine
Member of Congress
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Diana Harshbarger
Member of Congress

Matt Van Epps
Member of Congress

W. Gregory Steube
Member of Congress
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